St. Bartholomew’s Episcopal Church
Prayer Service- August 9, 2026

THE EpiSCOPéZ[ CHURCH ‘;

Grant to us, Lord, we pray, the
spirit to think and do always
those things that are right,

that we, who cannot exist
without you, may by you be
enabled to live according to your
will;

through Jesus Christ our Lord,
who lives and reigns with you
and the Holy Spirit, one God, for
ever and ever. Amen.

Proper 14




Prelude: Prelude in Fm...... C. Franck
Opening Music: (see attached) God! When Human Bonds are Broken.V.1,2 & 5.

Officiant: Blessed be God: Father, Son and The Holy Spirit.
People: And Blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen

The Collect:

Grant to us, Lord, we pray, the spirit to think and do always those things that are right, that we, who
cannot exist without you, may by you be enabled to live according to your will; through Jesus Christ
our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

Officiant: Confession of sins-Please kneel or stand as you are able

Let us humbly confess our sins against God and our neighbor.
Most merciful God,

we confess that we have sinned against you

in thought, word, and deed,

by what we have done,

and by what we have left undone.

We have not loved you with our whole heart;

we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.

We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.

For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,

have mercy on us and forgive us;

that we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways, to the glory of your Name. Amen.

Officiant: Almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us all our sins through our Lord Jesus Christ,
strengthen us in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep us in eternal life. Amen.

The invitatory and Psalter:
Ofticiant: Lord open our lips.

People: And our mouths shall proclaim your praise.
Glory to the Father, and to The Son, and to The Holy Spirit: as it was in the beginning, is now,
and will be forever. Amen. Alleluia.



Venite: Psalm 95:1-7

Come, let us sing for joy to the Lord;

let us shout aloud to the Rock of our salvation.
Let us come before him with thanksgiving

and extol him with music and song.

For the Lord is the great God,
the great King above all gods.
In his hand are the depths of the earth,
and the mountain peaks belong to him.
The sea is his, for he made it,
and his hands formed the dry land.

Come, let us bow down in worship,
let us kneel before the Lord our Maker;
for he is our God
and we are the people of his pasture,
the flock under his care.

Psalm: Psalm 85:8-13

I will listen to what the Lord God is saying, *
for he is speaking peace to his faithful people
and to those who turn their hearts to him.
Truly, his salvation is very near to those who fear him, *
that his glory may dwell in our land.
Mercy and truth have met together; *
righteousness and peace have kissed each other.
Truth shall spring up from the earth, *
and righteousness shall look down from heaven.
The Lord will indeed grant prosperity, *
and our land will yield its increase.
Righteousness shall go before him, *
and peace shall be a pathway for his feet.

You may be seated:
Old Testament: 1 Kings 19:9-18

?At that place he came to a cave, and spent the night there. Then the word of the Lord came to him,
saying, “What are you doing hete, Elijah?”” '"He answered, “I have been very zealous for the Lotd,
the God of hosts; for the Israelites have forsaken your covenant, thrown down your altars, and
killed your prophets with the sword. I alone am left, and they are seeking my life, to take it



away.” '"He said, “Go out and stand on the mountain before the Lotd, for the Lotd is about to pass
by.” Now there was a great wind, so strong that it was splitting mountains and breaking rocks in
pieces before the Lord, but the Lord was not in the wind; and after the wind an earthquake, but

the Lord was not in the earthquake; '“and after the earthquake a fire, but the Lord was not in the
fire; and after the fire a sound of sheer silence. "When Elijah heard it, he wrapped his face in his
mantle and went out and stood at the entrance of the cave. Then there came a voice to him that
said, “What are you doing here, Elijah?” "*He answered, “I have been very zealous for the Lotd, the
God of hosts; for the Israelites have forsaken your covenant, thrown down your altars, and killed
your prophets with the sword. I alone am left, and they are secking my life, to take it away.” "Then
the Lord said to him, “Go, return on your way to the wilderness of Damascus; when you artive, you
shall anoint Hazael as king over Aram. ®Also you shall anoint Jehu son of Nimshi as king over
Israel; and you shall anoint Elisha son of Shaphat of Abel-meholah as prophet in your

place. ""Whoever escapes from the sword of Hazael, Jehu shall kill; and whoever escapes from the
sword of Jehu, Elisha shall kill. "*Yet I will leave seven thousand in Israel, all the knees that have not
bowed to Baal, and every mouth that has not kissed him.”

A moment of silence:

Epistle: Romans 10:5-15

*Moses writes concerning the righteousness that comes from the law, that “the person who does
these things will live by them.” “But the righteousness that comes from faith says, “Do not say in
your heart, ‘Who will ascend into heaven?”” (that is, to bring Christ down) "“or “Who will descend
into the abyss?”” (that is, to bring Christ up from the dead). "But what does it say? “The word is
near you, on your lips and in your heart” (that is, the word of faith that we proclaim); *because if
you confess with your lips that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that God raised him from
the dead, you will be saved. ""For one believes with the heart and so is justified, and one confesses
with the mouth and so is saved. '"The scripture says, “No one who believes in him will be put to
shame.”

“For there is no distinction between Jew and Greek; the same Lord is Lotrd of all and is generous
to all who call on him. For, “Everyone who calls on the name of the Lotd shall be saved.” “But
how are they to call on one in whom they have not believed? And how are they to believe in one of
whom they have never heard? And how are they to hear without someone to proclaim him? *And
how are they to proclaim him unless they are sent? As it is written, “How beautiful are the feet of
those who bring good news!”

A moment of silence.



The Third Song of Isaiah: Isaiah 60: 1-3, 11a, 14 ¢, 18-19

Arise, shine, for your light has come,

and the glory of the Lord has dawned upon you.

For behold, darkness covers the land,;

deep gloom enshrouds the peoples.

But over you the Lord will rise,

and his glory will appear upon you.

Nations will stream to your light,

and kings to the brightness of your dawning,.

Your gates will always be open;

by day or night they will never be shut.

They will call you, The City of the Lord,

The Zion of the Holy One of Israel.

Violence will no more be heard in your land,

ruin or destruction within your borders.

You will call your walls, Salvation,

and all your portals, Praise.

The sun will no more be your light by day;

by night you will not need the brightness of the moon.

The Lord will be your everlasting light, and your God will be your glory.
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: *

as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.

Gradual Hymn: Please stand:

#219 celebration Hymnal: Surely the presence of the Lord is in this place. Celebration
hymnal 219: V 1&2

Gospel: Matthew 14:22-33

“Immediately he made the disciples get into the boat and go on ahead to the other side, while
he dismissed the crowds. And after he had dismissed the crowds, he went up the mountain by
himself to pray. When evening came, he was there alone, *but by this time the boat, battered by
the waves, was far from the land, for the wind was against them.*And eatly in the morning he
came walking towatrd them on the sea.*But when the disciples saw him walking on the sea, they

"7

were tertified, saying, “It is a ghost!” And they cried out in fear. *’But immediately Jesus spoke
to them and said, ““Take heart, it is I; do not be afraid.” *Peter answered him, “Lotd, if it is you,
command me to come to you on the water.” #He said, “Come.” So Peter got out of the boat,
started walking on the watert, and came toward Jesus. *’But when he noticed the strong wind, he
became frightened, and beginning to sink, he cried out, “Lord, save me!” ?'Jesus immediately
reached out his hand and caught him, saying to him, “You of little faith, why did you

doubt?” **When they got into the boat, the wind ceased. *And those in the boat worshiped him,

saying, “Truly You are the Son of God.”



Please be seated:

A reflection on Gospel reading from Rev. Lucy Strandlund:

There is no shortage of storms in our lives, and it is easy to feel that we are tossed about by them like the
disciples’ boat on the choppy waves. New griefs, new outrages, new potential disasters rise up and can wear
us out. When we never step outside of this chaos, it is difficult to see beyond it. It becomes easy to think
that is all there is. And yet Jesus models for us the acts of stepping away to pray, of getting quiet, of

returning with a steadiness that can meet those anxious voices without being consumed by them.

The space to be quiet and reflect opens up new perspectives for us on what is possible and on what God
might be inviting us to do. It builds in us the spaciousness to meet others when they are in need. And while
it may not be feasible for many of us to go to a mountaintop or to hop into a boat to pray, we can,
wherever we are, quiet ourselves for a moment. We can take a deep breath when worries or fears arise and
ask Christ to be present with us, to fill us with that peace—that steady calm. We can invite that peace of
Christ to remain with us as we reengage with the world and to give us fresh eyes to see the way forward
and what is possible. And if we practice, perhaps we can begin to bring that calm to others who are facing
storms of their own. Perhaps we can offer them that peace of Christ through our own steady presence.

All of this begins with just a quiet moment. May we trust God to help us see what could happen next.
Amen.

A moment of Silence.

Please stand as you are able to recite The Nicene Creed.

The Nicene Creed (BCP 358)
We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven:



by the power of the Holy Spirit
he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,
and was made man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will
have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.
He has spoken through the Prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.

The Prayers (BCP97)
The Lord’s Prayer

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Let us pray.

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread.

And forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those who trespass against us.

And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.

Suffrage A (BCP 97-98)

Show us your mercy, O Lord;

And grant us your salvation.

Clothe your ministers with righteousness;
Let your people sing with joy.
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Give peace, O Lord, in all the world;



For only in you can we live in safety.

Lord, keep this nation under your care;

And guide us in the way of justice and truth.
Let your way be known upon earth;

Your saving health among all nations.

Let not the needy, O Lord, be forgotten;

Nor the hope of the poor be taken away.
Create in us clean hearts, O God;
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And sustain us with your Holy Spirit.

Let us pray for all who are on our church prayer list.

Virginia, Joan, Allan, Audrey, Evelyn, Rich, Rakesh, Sherri, Don, Kathleen, Margie,
Susan, Cindy, Ava, Toby, Joseph, Tom, Mile, Ben, Terry, Marialyse, Ashley, Julie,
Diane, Judy, Kevin, Ken, Mike, Jimmy, Carol, Teddy, John, Mariah, John, Bob, Mark,
Beata, Bob, Alicia, Ryan, Lois, Lucas, Jimmy, Terry, Dan, Darco, Mike, Maggie, Art,
Russell, Beth, Jim, Elaine, Lenny, Marcia, Cynthia, Marisa, Mary, Wade, Jesse,
Catherine, Kevin, Rob, Scott, Loda, Freida, Davis

For our nation that we may heal and join together.
For our President, Vice President, and all Elected Officials.

For all families suffering from the loss of a loved one.
Prayers for those who are suffering through any type of illness and those who care for them.

We pray for those suffering in our country and around the world.

We pray for those whose lives are forever changed because of senseless gun violence.

We pray for the people that have suffered damage and loss from wars and natural disasters.
We pray for the people of Venezuela.

We pray for the people of Israel and Palestine

We pray for peace between all nations, we pray for the people of Ukraine, Russia, and Iran.
We pray for all God’s creatures and for the love they give to us.

Our Wardens, Vestry, All Ministry Teams,
and all Parish members needing prayer.

Please remember in your prayers the friends and families of our parishioners and neighbors who are serving in the
military:
Bobby, USA, Nicholas, USMC, Miles, USA, Adam, USCG, Matthew, USAF



The Peace : You may be seated after the exchange of peace.
Reflection Music  Te per orbem terrarum “ by J. Redford

The Offering

The Doxology (presentation) Page 380 Verse 3 -Please Stand
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;

praise him, all creatures here below;

praise him above, ye heavenly host:

praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.

A Collect for Peace- (BCP 99): You may be seated

O God, the author of peace and lover of concord, to know you is eternal life and to serve
you is perfect

freedom: Defend us, your humble servants, in all assaults of our enemies; that we, surely
trusting in your

defense, may not fear the power of any adversaries; through the might of Jesus Christ
our Lord. Amen.

A Prayer of St. Chrysostom

Almighty God, you have given us grace at this time with one accord to make our
common supplication to you;

and you have promised through your well-beloved Son that when two or three are
gathered together in his

Name you will be in the midst of them: Fulfill now, O Lord, our desires and petitions as
may be best for us;

granting us in this world knowledge of your truth, and in the age to come life
everlasting. Amen.

Let us bless the Lord. Thanks be to God.

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy
Spirit, be with us all evermore. =~ Amen. 2 Corinthians 13:14

Prayers and Praise-Birthdays or anniversaries



For a Birthday

O God, our times are in your hand: Look with favor, we pray, on your servant as he/she
begins another year. Grant that he/she may grow in wisdom and grace and strengthen
his/her trust in your goodness all the days of his/her life, through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

For an Anniversary

O God, you have so consecrated the covenant of marriage that in it is represented the
spiritual unity between Christ and his Church: Send therefore your blessing upon these
your servants, that they may so love, honor, and cherish each other in faithfulness and
patience, in wisdom and true godliness, that their home may be a haven of blessing and
peace. Through Jesus Christ our Lord, Amen.

Officiant--Go in Peace to Love and Serve the Lord
Thanks be to God! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!

Closing Hymn #5064 Just a Closer Walk with Thee (Celebration Hymnal)

Postlude Christ, The Cornerstone ...... R. Wilson



Supportin

those in need
R

We are all aware of the devastation from
the earthquake in Venezuela.

Please consider making a donation to
recovery efforts through St.
Bartholomew’s donation to Episcopal
Relief.

We will collect through Welcome Back
Sunday, September 13. Please write
Venezuela in the memo line of your check.



On August 9 please bring school
supplies to church to help the Ramapo
children prepare for school.

Things needed include backpacks,
pencils, erasers, glue sticks, notebooks,
pens, crayons, rulers.




